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Dear parents/guardians, 
 
By means of the monthly newsletter, we try to keep you up-to-date on all happenings 
at school, notify you of matters which require attention and inform you of upcoming 
activities for which your help is often needed. One such activity is the Knight 
Spectacular in the Amsterdam Forest on the 10th of April, organised to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of our school. 
 
You’ve already been informed of this celebration in previous newsletters. It will take 
place on the Arena grounds next to the riding stables. Seven activity areas will be set 
up, each with ten games based on the theme Knights and Castles. A small playing 
field has been reserved for the group 1/2 children where they can participate in their 
activities under close supervision. To ensure everything runs smoothly and safely on 
the day, we require 70 volunteers to help with the games and 70 volunteers to 
supervise groups. We still urgently need volunteers for this day: mothers, fathers, 
caregivers, grandparents or neighbours who would like to help out. In addition, all the 
children in the main building need to be transported to the forest by car. Quite a 
logistical operation! We really need your help to make this possible. Children in 
groups 6 to 8 will cycle to the forest, also under supervision of course.  
Please sign up to supervise on the day or to drive a group of children to the forest. 
You can, of course, sign up for both options. We currently have around 120 
volunteers. You can sign up by sending an email to theo-bestman@detriangel.net. 
Thank you on behalf of the team and children. It promises to be an unforgettable day.  
The volunteers who have signed up to supervise a game or group of children are 
invited to a briefing on Monday 9 April, from 20:00 until 21:30, in the amphitheatre of 

the main building. The briefing will be given by members from the organisation Knights at 
School. See you there! 
 
The school has unfortunately been hit by the flu epidemic in recent weeks. Not only children, 
but many teachers have been off sick. Luckily, we were able to find substitute teachers from 
within our own staff; familiar faces for the children. We aim for continuity as much as possible, 
and only split a group over other classes when absolutely necessary. We also do our best to 
inform you as quickly as possible via DigiDuif when a teacher is off sick. Thank you for your 
understanding in this matter! 
 
Children in group 3 have recently received their letter diploma, which they are very proud of, 
and rightly so. It’s a fantastic achievement for 6 and 7-year-olds to have learned all the 
consonants, vowels and vowel combinations (ui – oe – ei – au – ou) so quickly. And now they 
can read! A small miracle every school year.  
 
The LVS tests have now been completed and outcomes digitally recorded. These results will 
be thoroughly analysed in the coming weeks, enabling teachers to assess what needs to be 
done in the classroom. With the test results in mind, lessons can be prepared and given as 
effectively as possible. In this way, classroom instruction can be improved and the needs of 
each individual student met, ensuring growth and development for all our children.  
 
 
Just before the half-term break the children in groups 1-2 received their school reports. This 
was followed by the parent-teacher meetings, a very interesting moment for the parents of our 
youngest students who are naturally very keen to know how their child is getting on at school.  
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On the 14th of February a meeting was held in the Annakerk for all those involved with the 
Amstelland Education Group: teachers from schools within the education group, members of 
the schools’ participation councils, the boards of directors, council members, as well as 
parents/guardians came together to discuss strategy implementation for the coming years. 
The discussion was initiated by Amstelveen’s poet laureate and Jan Rotmans, professor of 
Transition Studies at the Erasmus University Rotterdam. We thank those of you who attended 
for your valuable contribution.  
 
The school will be closed on the 14th of March due to a strike. The Rutte III government has 
promised a lot but it is still far from sufficient. We will keep you posted via DigiDuif.  
 
Science and technology lessons are being gradually introduced at school. Teachers in groups 
4 and 5 have borrowed lessons from the Amstelland Education group’s science and 
technology library. For more information on these wide-ranging lessons please take a look at 
the website (www.technotheekamstelland.nl).  
MadScience is also making a return to school. On Friday 16 March and Monday 19 March two 
fantastic one-and-a-half hour shows will be given after which the children can sign up for the 
after-school science course. The exact dates can be found further in the newsletter.  
 
You can also find more information on the parent-child coach further in this newsletter.  
 
And finally, please pay attention to the following important announcement: we have a limited 
number of places available in group 1-2 for the 2018-2019 school year. We ask you therefore 
to register your child as soon as possible. Brothers and sisters of currents students who are 
not yet registered receive priority over applicants without siblings at the school.  
 
As you can see we are, as always, very busy at school with a variety of educational and 
organisational developments. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
We hope you enjoy the half-term break and look forward to seeing you again on the 5th of 
March.  
 
Our best regards on behalf of the staff,  
 
Guus van Weezenbeek and Theo Bestman 
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New students 
 
The following children joined our school in February 
2018: 
 
Dante Herring             1/2F      
Benjamin Prins           1/2A     
Mira Turan                  1/2C     
Aiden Lontoh              1/2H     
Vladislav Leskov        5B        
Makin el Hadji             1/2G     
Oscar de Hertog         1/2D     
Simran Singh              1/2B     
Sathwik Koneru          1/2C   
 
We wish you a very happy and successful time at De 
Triangel. 
 
Important dates for your dairy 
 
In the coming period up until the May break, the 
children have the following days off school: 
 
-Friday 23 February 2018. The half-term break starts 
on Monday 26 February and lasts until Friday 2 
Match.  
-Friday 30 March, Good Friday 
-Friday 27 April, King’s Day. The May break starts on 
Monday 30 April and lasts until Friday 11 May 
 
These holidays can also been found on the DigiDuif 
calendar. 
 
Privacy Act 
 
Schools are forbidden under the privacy act from 
distributing class lists containing directory 
information (names, addresses, etc.). Parents can 
exchange this information amongst themselves. 
 
Information about the role of parent-child coach 
in Amstelveen and Aalsmeer primary education. 
 
Starting in 2018, youth workers in Amstelveen and 
Aalsmeer will take on the new role of parent-child 
coach in primary schools. The current function of 
school social worker will be integrated into the 
parent-coach function together with all the tasks and 
responsibilities belonging to the school social worker 
position.  
Pilot schemes at a number of primary schools have 
shown that this leads to easily accessible support 
and assistance. The youth workers, who have an 
advisory and supporting role, will be present one day 
a week in order to answer questions and queries 
from parents as well as the internal education 
coordinators. Through direct contact with the youth 

workers, guidance and assistance can be quickly 
obtained.  Youth workers can offer help themselves 
or refer to a specialist when necessary.  
 
Pilot schemes have shown that this new 
development leads to many new help and support 
requests. Together with the schools, the youth 
workers will deal with requests as quickly as 
possible, but this can take some time due to sheer 
demand for their services. We appreciate your 
understating in this matter.  
Below you will find a selection of the responsibilities 
of the youth worker/parent-child coach: 
 
-supporting the parents, child and family as well as 
the school 
-advising parents and school 
-holding conversations with parents, with or without 
an assessment and intervention plan (if parents so 
wish, an intervention plan can be completed) 
 
What the parent-child coach doesn’t do: 
 
-talk to children without permission from the parents 
(the youth worker is not a confidential advisor) 
-approach parents at the request of the school. 
Rather, the parents take the step of contacting the 
parent-child coach. Some parents may require help 
with this step, for instance from the class teacher, 
internal coordinator or other trusted person. 
 
MadScience returns 
 
After-school science and technology course 
 
On Tuesdays: 
 
For children in groups 3 and 4: 
 
Start time: 15:15 
 
Day 1: 17-4-2018  
Day 2: 24-4-2018 
Day 3: 15-5-2018  
Day 4: 22-5-2018  
Day 5: 29-5-2018  
Day 6: 05-6-201 
 
For children in groups 5 to 8: 
 
Start time: 15:15 
 
Day 1: 12-6-2018 
Day 2: 19-6-2018 
Day 3: 26-6-2018 
Day 4: 03-7-2018  
Day 5: 10-7-2018  
Day 6: 17-7-2018 
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Lessons last an hour 
 
After the shows on the 16th and 19th of March, 
parents have until Monday 2 April to sign their 
children up for the MadScience course via the 
website www.nederland.madscience.org.  
All information can be found on the registration form 
which the children receive after the shows. After 2 
April 2018, applications will be processed and 
parents will receive the list of participants. 
 
News from the Urbanus parish  - an appeal 
 
Dear parents of De Triangel 
 
Everyone in Amstelveen know the beautiful Urbanus 
Church in Bovenkerk at the edge of the Amsterdam 
Forest. The church relies heavily on the efforts of 
volunteers for, amongst other things, the distribution 
of the parish magazine, supervision of children, 
organisation of activities and various administrative 
and organisational tasks.  
The current generation of volunteers is getting older. 
If we wish our children to grow up within a 
blossoming church community in which we can pass 
on the catholic traditions, it is vital that the younger 
generation take over the reins.  
We would like to get in touch with parents who are 
willing to help out. There are many ways to get 
involved, whether or not you can give a lot or just a 
little of your time.  
For more information, queries or to volunteer your 
services, please get in touch with me at 
rwibier@yahoo.com or by phoning 06-539 77 232.  
Only by working together can we preserve what is 
valuable! 
Thank you in advance,  
 
Reinout Wibier, chairperson parish planning council 
and father of Merel (group 3) and Madelief (group 1) 
 
Sponsorkliks.com 
 
If you’re planning to place an online order via 
Bol.com of Booking.com, please do so via 
Sponsorkliks.com: 
 
https://www.sponsorkliks.com/products/shops.php?cl
ub=8313 
 
Our school receives a small amount of commission 
which goes towards a good cause. 
 
 
 
 

The monthly newsletter is translated into English by 
one of our mothers, Sian Schneider, who comes 
from Ireland. We extend our warmest thanks to her. 
You will find the translated newsletter on the website 
under INFO '17-18  

 
 

The following newsletter will be sent on Thursday 29 
March, 2018. 

 


