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 Dear parents/guardians,  
 

What wonderful anniversary celebrations we’ve had! From the 9th to 13th of April we 
celebrated 25 years of our school’s history. The highlight was most definitely the 
Knights Spectacular in the Amsterdam Forest on Tuesday 10 April. The evening 
before, all volunteers were informed, in a rather enthusiastic (almost cabaret-like) 
fashion, of the various activities taking place in the forest. On the day itself ten 
busses, carrying around 500 students, more than 250 cyclists and 140 volunteers 
arrived at the location where a huge tent (15 x 40 metres!) was waiting for them. Time 
for the fun to begin!  After two hours of games the day ended with a real knights’ 
tournament: Red Roderick against White William. The true hero of the day was, 
however, the weather! Not a splash of rain, sun shining and the perfect temperature. 
To sum things up, it was a day to remember!  
The Amstelveen Music School also contributed to the success of this special week by 
composing a new school song for us and providing a wonderful music, song and 
dance program for all the children on Wednesday and Thursday. The theme of 
knights and castles was also central to these musical activities.  
This week was all about solidarity and working together to make things happen. We 
are extremely pleased and thank everyone who helped make this unforgettable 
celebration go so well. 
 
We forgot to mention the Big Mathematics Day in the previous newsletter. This took 
place on Wednesday 28 March. The theme this time was ‘the school as a warehouse’. 
Students got busy working on problems related to stocktaking, coding, stacking and 
moving goods. Independent problem solving and thinking systematically leads to 

insight which benefits our students for the rest of the school year. And more importantly, a day 
like this shows that maths can be fun! 
 
Children in group 3 helped make our environment cleaner and greener by picking up litter in 
and around the school building on 22 March. Wearing gloves and using litter grabbers they 
filled their bin bags with all manner of rubbish and thanks to them the neighbourhood now 
looks a lot better. We hope it stays that way!  
 
Staff members took the time on 6 April to remember our dear colleague, Martine Dirks, who 
sadly passed away on 21 October 2017. Together with Martine’s family, the children planted a 
tree in the garden of the main building in remembrance of a wonderful colleague who is sorely 
missed.  
 
Last week children in group 8 sat their final Cito exams. Three days of hard work was followed 
by a fantastic fancy-dress party on Thursday 19 April. The theme was ‘a trip around the world’. 
The children arrived in outfits representing countries and cultures from all over the world. The 
next big event on their journey towards the end of primary school is camp in June. Enjoy the 
preparations. We are very proud of you!  
 
As you know, we place great emphasis on the importance of reading. Our school bookshelves 
were completely overhauled this year and supplemented with new and up-to-date books in 
collaboration with our literary partner, the Amstelland Library, as well as the Bookstore 
organisation. Children enjoy reading with you. This promotes reading pleasure and parental 
involvement in the child’s learning process. For tips on how to ensure that reading is an 
integral part of your daily life, please take a look at: 
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https://www.onderwijsmaakjesamen.nl/dossiers/taal-lezen/tips-thuis-samen-lezen 
 
 
We are an active school. Gym lessons are part of the weekly rooster and at the main building 
we have a table tennis table for staff use as well as an annual volleyball tournament organised 
by the Amstelland Education Group. This year two teams took part and did their very best to 
get their hands on the trophy. Despite their efforts, it wasn’t to be, but that didn’t take away 
from the enjoyment of the day.  
 
On the ‘digital’ front, we ask you to be aware of the content of messages sent in the class 
WhatsApp group. Please use these chat groups to organise and get things done, not to 
discuss issues which you may have with the school or a particular teacher. In such cases, 
please make an appointment to deal with the situation personally. Thank you.  
 
It’s been a very busy time at school. Busy for staff, busy for students, but also busy for you. 
We do, after all, ask for your time and help with many activities. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for all for your fantastic support and effort. Together we ensure that 
the children have a productive and happy school life. As mentioned before, it’s all about 
solidarity! 
 
We wish you a very pleasant May break on behalf of all staff members,  
 
Guus van Weezenbeek and Theo Bestman 
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New students 
 
The following children joined our school in April 2018  
 
Mellany van Hoof 1/2 H (in March)  
Joris Albers 1/2C (in March)  
Aiden Lee 1/2I  
Jisoo Park 1/2I  
Kimaya Joshi 1/2I  
Elenore Bido Nunez 1/2I  
Leyi Fu 1/2I  
Tim Lindooren 1/2I Yang Huo 1/2I 
 
We wish you all a very happy and successful time at 
De Triangel 
 

Important dates for your diary 
 
In the coming period up until the summer holidays, 
the children have the following days off 
 
-Friday 27 April, King’s Day. The May break starts on 
Monday 30 April and lasts until Friday 11 May 
-Whit Monday, 21 May 
 
Holidays can also be found on the DigiDuif calendar 
 
 

Success for our chess teams: part 1 
 
Double podium finish for our chess teams! 
 
On Sunday 11 March our school chess teams did us 
proud at the Amstelveen/Uithoorn primary school 
chess tournament.  
 
We’re pleased to say that we had two teams 
representing the school this year. Team 1 was made 
up of (in board order) Maurijn van Dam, Ben 
Schneider, Olaf Delnoij and Bryan Lauw. A strong 
Team 2 consisted of Jamie Pförtner, Jeroen 
Stokman, Ellen-Fay de Coninck and Quinten 
Schuiling.  
 
During seven rounds of chess, both teams played 
with great enthusiasm and determination. Round 5, 
in which the two Triangel teams came up against 
each other, was especially enjoyable! After some 
interesting and at times, very close games, Triangel 
1 managed a clean sweep with a 4-0 victory.  
 
Triangel 2 didn’t allow team 1’s triumph to affect their 
game though. They kept their cool and went on to 
win the following two rounds. In doing so they 
managed to finish in 3rd place on what was their 
debut appearance in the competition! A great 

achievement! 
 
Team 1 was in top form all day managing to win no 
less than six out of seven rounds. They secured a 
well-deserved 2nd place. Very well done!  
 
After a long afternoon, a proud team 1 and 2 
received their trophies and medals as well as an 
invitation for the semi-finals of the school chess 
tournament in Amsterdam.  
 
We wish them all the best in the next round!  
 

Success for our chess team: part 2 
 
Enthused by our very own chess tournament (thanks 
to master Marchel), two Triangel teams participated 
this year in the Amstelveen/Uithoorn chess 
tournament for primary schools. Triangel 1 (Maurijn, 
Ben, Olaf and Bryan) and team 2 (Jamie, Jeroen, 
Ellen-Fay and Quinten) held the school name high 
by finishing in 2nd and 3rd place respectively. Two 
trophies for the school and through to the semi-finals 
in Amsterdam on 15 April!  
In a busy and bustling St. Ignatius hall, 36 teams 
gathered to battle it out for eight places in the next 
round. Exciting, and at times, challenging games 
were played with wins and losses for both teams. 
Efforts were rewarded though with a 4th place for 
Triangel 1 and shared 5th place for team 2! This was 
an unexpected achievement for the school – both 
teams through to the final on Saturday 21 April! 
The big day finally arrived. It was down to just eight 
teams paying for six spots at the Dutch National 
Championships in Gouda. A different atmosphere 
this time around; silence in the hall, no spectators, 
no distractions, the chance to fully concentrate 
during what were very well-matched and sometimes 
difficult games. Congratulations to Triangel 1 who, 
again, managed to finish in 4th place and secured a 
spot at the national championships. Unfortunately, 
they won’t be joined by Triangel 2 who finished this 
time in 7th place. Well done to all players for getting 
so far! The disappointment was lessened somewhat 
by Ellen-Fay’s personal achievement: best player on 
board 3! She went home at the end of the day with a 
well-earned trophy for her very solid play throughout 
the tournament.  
Good luck to Triangel 1 on 2 and 9 June in Gouda! 
Let us know how you get on!  
 
Contributed by Monique Gigengack 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NEWSLETTER – April 2018 

Privacy Act  
 
Schools are forbidden under the privacy act from 
distributing class lists containing directory 
information (names, addresses, etc.). Parents can 
exchange this information amongst themselves.  
 

Sign-up for the Rapido typing course 
 
The following message was sent via DigiDuif 
 
Dear parents,  
 
In September we will again provide a typing course 
for children in group 6 upwards. The lessons will be 
held at school on Wednesdays from 13:00 till 14:30. 
There will be ten lessons of one and a half hours, 
given every other week, followed by an exam and 
typing diploma.  
 
Children will be followed throughout the lessons and 
individual needs catered to. Children with dyslexia, 
ADHD or any other learning needs are welcome to 
join the lessons. Diploma requirements will be 
adjusted in such cases. Parents will be kept 
informed by email and telephone and are always 
welcome to come and have a look at the end of each 
lesson.  Children who continue to do their best, at 
their own personal level, carry on until they receive 
their diploma.  
 
The course costs €200 (diploma guaranteed). For a 
keyboard with USB port, you pay €15 rental fee and 
€15 deposit. It’s possible to pay in installments. 
Children who have their own laptop can borrow a 
keyboard free of charge.  
 
For more information and to sign-up please got to 
www.rapidotypen.nl. If you have any questions 
please email info@rapidotypen.nl. You will receive a 
phone call as quickly as possible to discuss your 
query.  
You can also complete the form and hand it in at 
school.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
René Friggen 
rpmfriggen@planet.nl 
06-53268098 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Record numbers for MadScience!  
 
Nearly 150 children have signed up for the 
MadScience after-school activities. Science and 
Technology is popular at our school!  
 
Three groups of children from groups 3 and 4  
 
Start time: 15:15  
Day 1: 17-4-2018  
Day 2: 24-4-2018  
Day 3: 15-5-2018  
Day 4: 22-5-2018  
Day 5: 29-5-2018  
Day 6: 05-6-201 
 
 
Four groups of children from group 5 to 8 
 
 
Start time: 15:25  
Day 1: 12-6-2018  
Day 2: 19-6-2018  
Day 3: 26-6-2018  
Day 4: 03-7-2018  
Day 5: 10-7-2018  
Day 6: 17-7-2018  
 
Lessons last an hour.  
 
 

Don’t forget about sponsorkliks.com 
 
If you’re planning to place an online order via 
Bol.com of Booking.com, please do so via 
Sponsorkliks.com: 
https://www.sponsorkliks.com/products/shops.php?cl
ub=8313  
Our school receives a small amount of commission 
which can be saved for a good cause. 
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The monthly newsletter is translated into English by 
one of our mothers, Sian Schneider, 
who comes from Ireland. We extend 
our warmest thanks to her. You will 
find the translated newsletter on the 
website under INFO '17-18  

 
 

 

 
The next newsletter will be sent on Friday 25 May 

2018. Until then! 
 

  


