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 Dear parents/guardians 
 

We hope you enjoyed the mid-term break. Today marks the start of the meteorological 
spring. Time flies! The days are getting longer and nature is awakening from her long 
winter sleep. There may well be some cold weather still to come, so don’t pack away 
the winter woollies just yet! Here at school we’ve been busy as always. Please read 
on. 
 
Flu! 
 
The school has unfortunately been hit by the flu epidemic in recent weeks with a 
number of our teachers off sick. Luckily, we were able to find substitute teachers from 
within our own staff. Familiar faces for the children. We aim for continuity as much as 
possible and only split a group over other classes when absolutely necessary. We 
also do our best to inform parents of sickness and substitute teachers as quickly as 
possible. We thank you for your understanding in this matter. 
 
Tests, results, and what they mean  
 
The Cito tests have now been completed and outcomes digitally recorded. These 
results will be thoroughly analysed in the coming weeks, enabling teachers to assess 
what needs to be done in the classroom. With the test results in mind, lessons can be 
prepared and delivered as effectively as possible. In this way, classroom instruction is 
improved and the needs of individual students met, ensuring growth and development 
for all our children.  

 
School reports and parent-teacher meetings -  a valuable moment for parents and 
teachers 
 
Just before the mid-term break, children in groups 1 to 7 received their school reports and, in 
the meantime, parent-teacher meetings have also taken place. These meetings are an 
extremely important opportunity to discuss your child’s progress. 
 
Strike on 15 March 2019: the quality of our education is at stake 
 
On Friday 15 March the school will be closed due to a teacher strike. The shortage of qualified 
teachers in primary education, which is expected to grow in the coming years, is something 
we are extremely concerned by. This will be to the detriment of our education system and 
cannot be allowed to happen.  
 
We will keep you informed via DigiDuif. 
 
 
Technology at De Triangel: 1) The ‘technotheek’ 
 
Science and technology lessons are becoming increasingly important and are making their 
way onto the weekly lesson plans. In groups 4 and 5 work stations have been set up in which 
technology boxes, rented from the Amstelland Education Group, play an important part (see: 
www.technotheekamstelland.nl). These science and technology tasks have a wide variety of 
themes and can be done in pairs.  
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Technology at De Triangel: 2) Mad science returns! 
 
Following a spectacular science show on 1 and 4 March, students in groups 3 to 8 will be able 
to sign up for the after-school science and technology course provided by MadScience.  
 
The children will experience the wonderful world of experiments and discoveries for a period 
of six weeks. Each week a new theme is handled and everyone has the chance to get to work 
like a real scientist.  
 
This year’s course is called Natural Physics. Light, sound, electricity, movement, heat, 
magnets and more will feature in this fun and interesting course.  
 
Registration forms will be handed out after the show.  
 
You can already sign up at nederland.madscience.org 
 
For exact dates, please read on.  
 
Technology at De Triangel: 3) Drones in group 8! 
 
Another fantastic project has been carried out in group 8. Led by enthusiastic employees of 
Dronelaps, the children, in groups of eight, got to work on building their very own drones. Take 
a look at the report on www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0cn6WBdal0.  
 
Students from the Panta Rhei secondary school will also be working on a technology project 
with a number of our group 7 students in the near future.  
 
 
The next Triangel celebration – Thursday 8 March 
 
This celebration is intended to strengthen solidarity within the school and the creativity of our 
children. The theme of this school year’s second celebration is ‘Open House’ and gives our 
students the opportunity to show off their individual talents. Jokes, dance, tricks, doing the 
splits, ballet, playing an instrument, reciting a story or poem, juggling…anything goes!  
 
As you can see, our school is in full swing and educational and organisational developments 
continue. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
 
On behalf of all staff members, our best regards,  
 
Guus van Weezenbeek and Theo Bestman 
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New students 
 
We wish all the children who joined our 
school in February 2019 a very happy 
and successful time at De Triangel.  
 

Important dates for your diary 
 
In the coming period up until the 
April/May break, the children have the 
following days off school 
 
-15 March, due to the teacher strike 
-20 March, teachers’ study day 
-19 April, Good Friday (this holiday is 
followed by the April/May break 
starting on Monday 22 April and lasting 
until Friday 3 May) 
 
You can also find these holidays on 
the DigiDuif calendar. 
 

Looking for electric typewriters 
with ribbon 
 
Children in group 1/2 are going to type 
letters and perhaps whole words on 
real typewriters with a ribbon. If you 
happen to have an old typewriter at 
home which you would be happy to 
give to the school (preferably electric), 
you can hand it in to Marieke, teacher 
in group 1/2D. Many thanks! 
 

Holiday leave: important 
information 
 
We are currently working on bringing 
the information in the school guide fully 
up-to-date. Existing regulations 
concerning holiday leave (page 23) 
have been tightened up.  
 
The children have approximately 
twelve weeks holiday during the school 
year and we expect that you plan your 
family holidays during these weeks. If, 
due to work, it is not possible to book a 
two-week holiday during the normal 
school holidays, the school principal 
may grant leave of absence for a 
maximum of ten school days. An 
application for holiday leave must be 

accompanied by a statement from your 
employer.   
 
Special leave of absence can be 
applied for once per school year.  
 
During the first two weeks of term 
following the summer holiday, absence 
of leave cannot be granted. This also 
applies to children in group 1/2. 
 
Holiday leave can also not be granted 
during the Cito test periods.  
 
If the application concerns a period of 
more than ten days, the application will 
be passed on to the school attendance 
officer.  
 
In recent years we’ve noticed an 
increase in applications for holiday 
leave, in particular for dates just before 
or after school holidays. Traffic, flight 
times and cheaper flights are 
frequently heard arguments. These are 
invalid reasons and we as a school are 
legally obliged to report unauthorised 
absence to the attendance officer. The 
regulations concerning leave of 
absence have been tightened up and 
checks are becoming more frequent, 
especially on days preceding holiday 
periods. Unauthorised absences will 
be investigated and parents can be 
fined as a result. 
 
Compulsory education starts from the 
age of five but, as previously stated, 
when it comes to holiday leave, the 
same rules apply for four-year-old 
school children. Please be aware of 
this.  
 
*It is a misunderstanding that students 
are entitled to ten days off per school 
year. This is a commonly held notion 
which is simply not true.  
 

DigiDuif will become Social 
Schools 3.0 
 
On 1 April 2109 DigiDuif will become 
Social Schools 3.0. This conversion 
requires you to take certain digital 
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steps, so please keep an eye on the 
DigiDuif application for further 
information.  
 

MadScience returns 
 
After-school science and technology 
course: 
 
For groups 3, 4, and 5 
 
Day: Tuesday 
 
Time: 15:15 / 15:25 
 
Location: Main building 
 
Day 1: 2-4-2019 
Day 2: 9-4-2019 
Day 3: 16-4-2019 
Day 4: 7-5-2019 
Day 5: 14-5-2019 
Day 6: 21-5-2019 
 
For groups 6, 7 and 8 
 
Day: Tuesday 
 
Time: 15:15 / 15:25 
 
Location: Main building or Karelrijk 
Day 1: 28-5-2019 
Day 2: 4-6-2019 

Day 3: 11-6-2019 
Day 4: 18-6-2019 
Day 5: 25-6-2019 
Day 6: 2-7-2019 (probably not for 
group 8 students due to the group 8 
musical) 
 
After the shows on 1 and 4 March, 
parents can sign their children up for 
the course. You have until 18 March to 
register. Go to 
www.nederland.madscience.org 
All the necessary information is on the 
form which will be handed out after the 
shows. Applications will be processed 
after 18 March. You will then receive a 
message from MadScience with the 
finalised list of participants.  
 

Sponsorkliks.com  

 
Are you planning to place an order via 
bol.com or booking.com? If so, do this 
via SponsorKliks. 
 
https://www.sponsorkliks.com/products
/shops.php?club=8313 
 
Our school receives commission which 
we can be saved and put towards a 
good cause.  
 

 
 
 

The monthly newsletter is translated into English by 
one of our mothers, Sian Schneider, 
who comes from Ireland. We extend 
our warmest thanks to her. You will 
find the translated newsletter on the 
website under INFO '18-‘19  

 
 
 

The following newsletter will be sent on Friday 
29 March. 

 


