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 Dear parents/guardians, 
 
The season of festivities has arrived. In a repeat of last year, the children got caught in 
 heavy rain on the 11th of November as they went from door to door swinging their 
(soggy!) paper lanterns and singing St. Martin’s Day songs.  
The other saint has also made his way to the Netherlands. Upon his arrival in 
Apeldoorn there was, as always, a certain amount of alarm – had Sinterklaas’s horse 
Ozosnel (Amerigo is now retired) arrived or not? Would the train carrying the presents 
arrive on time after a mix-up? In the end all was well, of course. A wonderful and 
exciting time for the children in the run-up to Christmas.  

 
Preparations for the Sinterklaas party on Thursday 5 December and the Christmas 
party on Thursday 19 December are in full swing. Further information on the adjusted 
school times on these days is yet to come in the newsletter. Important for your 
shopping list: the Christmas dinner is on Wednesday evening 18 December! 

 
PABO-students at school: our colleagues of the future! 
 
Training qualified teaching staff is the responsibility of both training institutes and 
primary schools. De Triangel has been an official training school for student teachers 
for many years now. We recognise that practical training is essential to becoming a 
capable professional and consider it very important that we devote time, energy and 
attention to these colleagues of the future. 
We have student teachers working in both buildings; these are students from the 
Marnix Academy in Utrecht and from the IPABO in Amsterdam. They are intensively 
supervised by teachers at school, the course tutor from the PABO and a supervisor 
from the Amstelland Education Group. 

Our school also uses LIO trainees. LIO (leraar in opleiding) stands for teacher in training. The 
LIO placement is the final phase of the course. The trainee teacher takes the class 
independently for two days under professional supervision from the class teacher as well as 
an Amstelland Education Group supervisor. Ultimately, the school is responsible for the 
actions of the trainee teacher. In the newsletter announcing the organisation of our school for 
the new school year, the names of trainee teachers and their supervisors are mentioned (see: 
https://detriangel.net/wp-content/uploads/minutes-agendas-newsletters/Info-special_2019-06-
28.pdf ). Besides teaching independently, the LIO carries out all other normal teacher duties 
such as organising activities, attending meetings and holding parent-teacher meetings. During 
the teacher training placement, the student enters into an agreement with the primary school 
as a result of which the student is not only an intern but an employee of the school. 
 
The sequel...are you interested? 
 
Schools in the Netherlands are facing a severe and ever-increasing teacher shortage. If the 
government doesn’t invest in primary education, we will be short thousands of teachers in just 
a few years' time. We are currently dealing with a shortage of 1200 teachers. This will 
increase to as many as 4000 in 2020 and potentially 10,000 in 2025. One solution for the 
teacher shortage is the promotion of lateral entry teachers. Attracting this group is 
advantageous not only because it combats the teacher shortage, but also because it allows us 
to utilise diverse backgrounds and areas of knowledge, leading to diversity and innovation 
within education.  
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Good food together! 
 
We have various team building activities throughout the school year. The annual team dinner, which 
took place on 8 November, is one such event. We really enjoyed the opportunity to chat and catch up 
with fellow staff members. Such moments further strengthen our already close team.  
 
The fight against head lice - information mornings and Social Schools 
 
To help prevent a head lice outbreak at school, a Social Schools message is sent every last Friday 
before a holiday requesting that you check your child(ren) for head lice on the last Sunday of the 
holiday. If you find something, please let the teacher know the following day. This saves the "head lice 
parents" a lot of work on Monday morning. 
 
In the past few weeks, two information mornings were held for the assigned head lice parents in each 
class. These were provided by Talitha de Haas and Aranka Maarsen. These two mothers are experts 
when it comes to head lice and are always happy to answer any questions you may have on the topic.  
 
On the move ... 
 
A number of groups have been out and about in recent weeks: group 6 pupils went to The National 
Maritime Museum in Amsterdam and children in group 5 were given an interesting tour of the water 
tower in Aalsmeer. Such visits reinforce and bring to life what children have learned in the classroom. 
We would like to thank the parents who supervised groups during these outings. We appreciate that 
we can always rely on you.  
 
A new colleague 
 
Noortje Semmelink has taken over from Astrid Hoffscholte as event manager at school. Astrid, thanks 
for everything! Noortje, welcome to the team! 
 
From Social Schools to Parro? 
 
From January 2020 we will consider whether or not it is necessary to switch from Social Schools to 
Parro. Parro is the communication app closely linked to the Parnassys system we use to keep track of 
student administration. We will keep you informed of any further developments via Social Schools and 
upcoming newsletters. 
 
 
Enjoy…… 
 
So, the shorter days in run-up to Christmas are upon us. Thursday 21 December is the shortest day of 
the year, after which the days will slowly begin to lengthen again. For now, we wish you all a very 
enjoyable Sinterklaas celebration and hope you enjoy what is the most festive period of the school 
year.  
 
Our warmest regards on behalf of all staff members,  
 
Guus van Weezenbeek and Theo Bestman 
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New students 
 
We wish all the children who joined our school in 
November 2019 a very happy and successful time at 
De Triangel.  
 

Sinterklaas at school 
 
On 5 December all children spend lunchtime at 
school and get out at the earlier time of 14:00 (main 
building) / 14:10 (Karelrijk) 
 
Christmas at De Triangel and an extra day off 
 
The Christmas dinner is on Wednesday 18 
December. 
 
The Christmas celebration: on Thursday 19 
December all children spend lunchtime at school and 
get out at the earlier time of 14:00 (main building) / 
14:10 (Karelrijk). 
 
Friday 20 December is the first day of the Christmas 
holiday. The school is closed from this date until 
Sunday 5 January 2020. School starts again on 
Monday 6 January.  
 
Keep an eye on Social Schools for more information 
concerning these special days. 
 

Proceeds Kinderpostzegelactie 
 
Children in groups 6, 7 and 8 raised €5335.61 
through the Kinderpostzegelactie. A big thank you 
for your great effort.  
 

Christmas cards 
 
In recent years the custom of giving Christmas cards 
to classmates has become more popular. We asked 
those giving cards to make sure every child in the 
class received one. For the past few years we’ve 
changed this custom somewhat by asking children to 
instead write only one card for the whole class which 
the teacher can hang up in the classroom or on the 
class Christmas tree.  
 

Mad Science returns in spring 2020 
 
In the January 2020 newsletter you will receive more 
information on the after-school science and 
technology lessons organised by MadScience. 
 
 
 
 

The next newsletter will be sent on Thursday 19 
December via Social Schools. 
 
Until then! 
 

 
 
 
 

The monthly newsletter is translated 
into English by one of our mothers, 

Sian Schneider, who comes from Ireland. We extend 
our warmest thanks to her. You will find the 
translated newsletter on the website under INFO '19-
‘20. 

 


