
Our Christmas newsletter 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
2019 is coming to an end…… 
Today was the last school day of 2019. Time flies! The winter solstice on the 22nd of 
December marks a turning point in the year with the days gradually lengthening as we leave 
the darkness of winter and head towards the light! 
At school we are coming to the end of a busy and bustling period. Sinterklaas has been and 
gone, we held our Christmas celebration today and the Christmas holiday starts tomorrow 
(Friday, 20 December). After the holiday we’ll be getting ready for the Cito tests.  
Read on to find out what’s been happening in the last three weeks at school and what our 
plans are for the second half of this school year.  
 
 
On 5 December…... 
....everyone, big and small, welcomed Sinterklaas on the schoolyard of the main building. 
Sinterklaas overslept and arrived a little late but luckily there was still plenty of time to show 
our appreciation! There was singing, dancing and, of course, a generous scattering of 
pepernoten by Sinterklaas’s sooty helpers. Back in the classrooms the party continued. Gifts 
were unpacked, poems were read out, and volunteer parents poured drinks and handed out 
snacks. In the amphitheatre, groups took it in turn to entertain Sinterklaas with music, 
singing and drama. What a fantastic atmosphere! 
We would like to thank the class parents and all others who helped out, also the members 
of the parent council and our event manager, Noortje, for the great day. Thanks also to our 
colleagues at school who ensured that the activities were well prepared and carried out. 
Well done everyone!  
 
And then Christmas arrived! 
The day after the Sinterklaas celebration our Christmas decorations went up. Lights, trees, 
baubles and garlands all add to the special and magical Christmas atmosphere. Not to 
mention the large nativity scene in the main building.  
Father Hans Fonck paid a visit to teach the children the Christmas bible story. For children in 
groups 1/2 this took place beside the large nativity scene; a very special tradition at our 
Catholic school.   
On Wednesday evening, 18 December, the annual Christmas dinner took place at school. 
Delicious dishes were brought along by the children. Homemade with great care and 
love...or picked up at the shop! Either way, it’s always a great feast! Children and teachers 
were dressed in their Christmas best and outside parents could gather on the school yard to 
enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a hotdog provided by members of the parent committee.  
On Thursday 19 December, we celebrated Christmas in class. Christmas tree lights sparkled 
in every classroom as the children enjoyed themselves during all kinds of Christmas party 
activities organised by the teachers. This day also saw the start of the well-earned Christmas 
holiday. Two weeks to relax and enjoy the festive period. 
The Urbanus Church in Bovenkerk plays a special role every year during our Christmas 
celebration. Unfortunately, we couldn’t visit the church this year but groups 6 and 8 did visit 



the nativity scene next to the church where master Theo read the Christmas story to them. 
Fingers crossed we’ll be back in the Urbanus Church next year.  
 
Did you know that the Christmas story..... 
…only really comes to a close on Three Kings’ Day? Many of you take down your Christmas 
tree after 31 December, but you can leave the nativity scene with its statues until 6 January. 
The nativity scene is only really complete when the Three Kings, Caspar, Balthasar and 
Melchior, have arrived with their gifts. A nice ending to this two-thousand-year-old story. 
 
And then 2020 arrives ... 
Do you remember the turn of the millennium? And now we find ourselves approaching the 
end of the second decade…time flies! 
We have a lot in store for our students in the second part of this school year. Group 8 will be 
preparing to say farewell to De Triangel and take the big step towards secondary education. 
Technology will remain a prominent subject on our timetable and MadScience will also 
return to school. Keep an eye on the January and February newsletters for information on 
the two Triangel celebrations which will be taking place, with the themes ‘carnival’ and 
‘summer’. Later this school year we will also be holding the bi-annual sports day, one of the 
highlights of the school year! In mid-February your child will receive his/her school report 
which is followed up by a parent-teacher meeting. If you wish to talk to your teacher in the 
meantime, please don’t hesitate to make an appointment for after school. And in between 
all these activities, we’ll continue doing what we enjoy doing most – teaching our children!  
 
Digital developments at school. A new website and Parro 
In the spring of 2020 we will launch our new website. In addition, we’ll decide whether or 
not to continue with Social Schools or switch to Parro, the communication system linked to 
our ParnasSys student progress tracking system. Keep an eye on your messages for more on 
this topic.  
 
Friday, 3 January 2020 
On this date you will receive a reminder via Social Schools to check your child for head lice 
on Sunday, 5 January 2020. If you find anything please let the teacher know the following 
morning.  This saves the head lice mothers a lot of work. All being well, one of the parents in 
your child's class was present at the information morning on head lice on 13 and 20 
November. Any questions you may have about head lice can be directed to this parent.  
 
A big thank you! 
This last newsletter of the year is the perfect opportunity to thank all colleagues, parents, 
caregivers, class parents, reading parents/grandparents, lunchtime care employees, 
(voluntary) cleaners, library parents, our web parent, our translator, the members of the 
parent committee and participation council. THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR GREAT 
EFFORT AND INVOLVEMENT. WE APPRECIATE IT VERY MUCH! 
 
A toast to the new year 
All that remains is for us to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 
New Year. All the very best for 2020! Enjoy a well-deserved Christmas holiday with your 
family and we look forward to seeing you again on Monday, 6 January 2020! 



 
Warmest regards on behalf of the team,  
 
Guus van Weezenbeek and Theo Bestman 
 
 
New students at our school 
We wish all the children who joined our school in December 2019 a very happy and 
successful time at De Triangel.  
 
A message from the Participation Council 
On the school website, https://detriangel.net/steunpiaren/medenzeggenschapsraad you 
can find the annual report 2018-2019 from the Participation Council.  
 
Wanted: translator Dutch – English 
We are on the lookout for a new translator to take over from Sian Schneider who will be 
stopping at the end of this school year when her youngest child, who is now in group 8, 
moves on to secondary school. Sian translates the monthly newsletter and various other 
documents allowing us to reach our non-Dutch speaking parents, something which we 
consider very important. We will miss Sian enormously as our regular translator.  
If you have a good written knowledge of the English language and would be willing to 
translate documents for us on a regular basis (including the newsletters), please get in touch 
with Theo Bestman.  
 
Important dates for your diary 

• The spring break starts on Friday, 14 February and lasts until Friday, 21 February 
2020 

• The children have a day off on Friday, 10 April (Good Friday) and Monday, 13 April 
(Whit Monday) 

• The May holiday lasts for two weeks this school year and is from Monday, 27 April 
until Friday, 8 May 

• Thursday, 21 May is Ascension Day. This day and the following day, Friday, 22 May, 
are holidays. 

• Friday, 29 May is a holiday as is Monday, 1 June – a long weekend!  

• The summer holiday starts on Monday, 6 July and lasts until Sunday, 16 August.  
 

Enjoy the holidays! 
The rules on taking days off during term time can be found on: 
https://detriangel.net/school/schoolgids page 26.  
 
MadScience returns with fantastic new lessons! 
After a spectacular new science show on 24 February 2020 for groups 6 to 8 and on 26 
February for groups 3 to 5, the children can sign up for the MadScience after-school science 
and technology lessons.  
The course consists of completely new lessons, allowing children who have participated 
before to do so once again.  

https://detriangel.net/steunpiaren/medenzeggenschapsraad
https://detriangel.net/school/schoolgids%20page%2026


The course is on Thursdays at 15:15 for children in groups 3 and 4 and starts on 26 March 
2020. For children in groups 5 to 8, the course is on Thursdays at 15:25 starting on 28 May 
2020. All lessons last an hour.  
The children will be introduced to the wonderful world of experiments and discoveries. Each 
lesson focuses on a new theme and the science and technology behind it is explained. 
Naturally, everyone will get to work as a real scientist! 
After the show on 24 February, course information will be handed out. There is a minimum 
of 15 and a maximum of 24 participants per group. In the case of too few registrations, the 
course cannot go ahead. With 30 or more registrations, a second group can be formed. 
Children in groups 3 and 4 can register up to and including 18 March 2019; children in 
groups 5 to 8 can register up to and including 6 May 2020. Register in advance at 
nederland.madscience.org 
 
The following newsletter 
will be sent on Friday, 31 January 2020 via Social Schools. 
 
 


