
 
 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
This is a special day. Friday, 31 January 2020 is the second day of the teacher strike. In 
recent months, the government has increased spending on education, but these, largely 
one-off, investments are insufficient in resolving the major problems in our education 
system. Systematic and substantial investment is now essential. This teacher strike is for our 
children, for our (future) colleagues and for the quality of our education! We ask for your 
support and understanding in this matter. The consequences of declining standards in 
education, the increasing teacher shortage and a lack of substantial funding affect everyone. 
OUR CHILDREN ARE ENTILTLED TO QUALITY EDUCATION!  
 
We ask again: are you ready to join the best profession in the world?  
 
Schools in the Netherlands are facing an ever-increasing teacher shortage. If the 
government doesn’t boost spending on education, there will be a shortage of thousands of 
teachers in just a few years. In the 2018-2019 school year, there was a shortage of 1,200 
teachers. This will increase to as many as 4,000 in 2020 and as many as 10,000 come 2025. 
One solution is the promotion of lateral entry teachers. This would not only combat the 
teacher shortage, but, due to a variety of backgrounds and skills, contribute greatly to 
diversity and innovation within schools.  
 
If you are interested in retraining as a teacher, or know someone else who would like to 
become a teacher, we would love to hear from you! You can pass it on to the management 
team. 
 
The world belongs to those who read! A number of great activities at school and in the 
library  
 
Why is it so important to encourage your child or teenager to read? Reading makes a huge 
difference in the lives of our children. It is the key to learning, certainly at school. Those who 
read well and understand narrative and informative texts, gain knowledge and insight. Is it 
all about knowledge then? Not at all, stories and poems also teach empathy and help your 
child gain a better understanding of others which, in turn, builds social awareness and 
community.  
 
Our reading committee is in the advanced stages of setting up a digital school library. All 
students will be able to search for and borrow books digitally as well as look for reading tips 
and reliable information. In the meantime, our book collection has been decluttered and 
reorganised, making space for a number of new, inspiring books which will be purchased 
soon.  
 
Did you know, by the way, that Amstelveen libraries issue free library cards to children?  
 



 
 

 

The library is participating in the National Reading Days at the end of January, during which 
the importance of reading aloud is underlined. In the library’s January newsletter, you will 
find lots of tips and discover why reading aloud is both beneficial and a lot of fun! If you 
want to try something different, take a look at the poems or digital picture books. Or come 
along to the International Reading Festival on 1 February. Click on the link for more info: 
http://www.debibliotheekamstelland.nl/jeugd/tips-van-de-leesconsulent.html 
 
 
Test results, reports and the secondary school advice in group 8 
 
In the second week of January the LVS (Student Tracking System) tests started. Your child’s 
results will be recorded in his/her upcoming report and discussed with you at the next 
parent-teacher meeting in the week of 24 February 2020. Children in group 8 have received 
their secondary school advice; a big moment as they come towards the end of their eight 
years of primary education!  
 
A new colleague 
 
We forgot to mention in the previous newsletter that we have a new colleague: Paddy 
Pietersen has joined our team and will be assisting Belinda. Welkom Paddy!  
 
So,… 
 
.... this was the very first newsletter of the new year. You can also find this letter on our 
website (www.detriangel.net) as well as the English translation. The translations have been 
provided by Sian Schneider for some time now. Sian is stopping soon but will be replaced by 
Thijs Stalenhoef. We want to involve our non-Dutch speaking parents as much as possible in 
school life which is why we consider it important to translate the newsletters and other 
documents into English.  
 
In the second part of the newsletter you can find out more about our school website, a 
range of after-school activities including MadScience and an extra holiday.  
 
We hope this newsletter has brought you up to speed with all happenings. If you have any 
questions or comments, please feel free to make an appointment with your child’s teacher 
after school. Thank you. 
 
Best regards on behalf of all staff members,  
 
Guus van Weezenbeek and Theo Bestman 
 
 
 
 

http://www.debibliotheekamstelland.nl/jeugd/tips-van-de-leesconsulent.html
http://www.detriangel.net/


 
 

 

New students 
 
We wish all the children who joined our school in January 2020 a very happy and successful 
time at De Triangel. 
 
 
Our website: www.detriangel.net 
On our website you can find important information about our participation council and 
parent committee. You can also read previously published newsletters and annual reports 
as well as the rules on leave of absence and calling in sick. 
 
 
The fight against head lice! 
 
To help prevent a head lice outbreak at school, we send a Social Schools message every last 
Friday of a holiday reminding you to check your child for head lice before returning to 
school on Monday morning. If you find something, please let the teacher know. This is very 
helpful to the “head lice parents” who check all the children after each holiday period.   
 
Interesting after-school activities at De Triangel 
 
After school our teachers are busy preparing lessons for the next day and holding meetings 
with colleagues or scheduled parent-teacher meetings.  
 
But we also facilitate a variety of after-school activities for our children. The wind 
instrument class has started up again on Tuesday afternoons. Together with children from 
the Karel Eykman school and the Westwijzer, our students can practice a wind instrument of 
their choice under the guidance of a teacher from the Amstelveen Music School. Music 
lessons are also being organized (MusicalDance Battle 2020) and a typing course provided 
by Rapido Type is held in the Karelrijk building on Wednesday afternoons.  
The chess lessons also resume at the start of March. Robert Ris, our new chess tutor, will 
familiarise the children with the rules and tactics of this beautiful game. To sign up get in 
touch with Robert Ris: robertris@hotmail.com / 0641153594. See also the Social Schools 
message from 9 January.  
 
Marieke Ariëns and Merel Kramer are responsible for coordinating our after-school 
activities. They are in touch with all the external providers but you yourself are responsible 
for signing up. Make sure to register your child correctly for any chosen activity. 
 
And ……Mad Science is returning again in the spring of 2020 with new lessons! 
 
MadScience will kick off again at the end of February with a spectacular science show at 
school. Afterwards the children can register for the after-school lessons via: 
https://nederland.madscience.org/ 

http://www.detriangel.net/
mailto:robertris@hotmail.com
https://nederland.madscience.org/


 
 

 

 
Important dates for your diary 
 
The children have a day off on Friday, 14 February 2020.  
The spring break is from Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February. Enjoy! 
 
The next newsletter will be sent via Social Schools * on Friday 6 March. 
 
Until then! 
* Social Schools changes to Parro after the summer holiday. Further information will follow. 


